
Self-Guide� Famil� Fu� Ride�

Theme:
Chinatown Lunar New Year Self-Guided Tour

Overview
To celebrate the Lunar New Year, LACBC is sharing a self-guided route that takes riders through LA's Chinatown,
highlighting some of the important locations that tell the story of Asian-American cultural contributions to the LA
community and also the history of how Chinatown has evolved over the decades. The loop starts and ends at the LA
State Historic Park and routes through a number of historic locations, hopefully encouraging folks to return and
explore when it is possible to do so again.

Ride Logistics
Link to self-guided route: https://cms.izi.travel/36659/tours/862699
Link to route only: https://ridewithgps.com/routes/35162407
Cue sheet:

Leg Dir Type Notes Total

← Left Turn left 0.0

0.2 → Right Turn right onto North Main Street 0.2

0.6 ← Left Turn left onto North Alameda Street 0.7

0.0 → Sharp Right Turn sharp right onto North Alameda Street 0.7

0.3 → Right Turn right onto North Los Angeles Street 1.0

0.1 → Right Turn right 1.1

0.0 ← Left Turn left 1.1

0.1 → Sharp Right Turn sharp right 1.2

0.0 → Slight Right Turn slight right 1.2

0.1 ← Left Turn left 1.2



0.0 ← Slight Left Turn slight left 1.3

0.0 → Right Turn right onto North Main Street 1.3

0.1 ← Sharp Left Turn sharp left onto Cesar E Chavez Avenue 1.4

0.1 → Right Turn right onto North Broadway 1.6

0.3 ← Left Turn left onto Alpine Street 1.9

0.2 ← Left Turn left onto Yale Street 2.0

0.2 → Right Turn right onto College Street 2.2

0.1 ← Left Turn left onto North Hill Street 2.3

0.0 → Right Turn right 2.3

0.0 ← Left Turn left 2.3

0.1 → Right Turn right 2.4

0.0 → Right Turn right 2.4

0.0 ← Left Turn left 2.5

0.0 → Right Turn right onto North Hill Street 2.5

0.1 → Right Turn right onto Bernard Street 2.6

0.1 → Right Turn right onto North Broadway 2.7

0.2 ← Left Turn left onto College Street 2.9

0.1 ← Sharp Left Turn sharp left onto North Spring Street 3.0

0.1 ← Left Turn left 3.1

0.0 → Right Turn right 3.1

0.1 ← Left Turn left 3.2

0.0 → Right Turn right 3.2

0.0 → Sharp Right Turn sharp right 3.2

0.1 ← Left Turn left 3.3

0.0 → Right Turn right 3.3

0.1 → Right Turn right 3.4

0.0 → Right Turn right 3.4



LA State Historic Park
This ride starts at the visitor center for the LA State Historic Park, located between Dodger Stadium and the LA
River. This park, which covers 32 acres, offers many trails for biking and walking and is an ideal location to start and
end this ride. Take this opportunity to explore the park a bit before getting on the road to set out to the next location.

Chinese American Museum
Situated in the last surviving structure of LA’s original Chinatown, the Chinese
American Museum is located across the street from Union Station and is
adjacent to another significant cultural site, Olvera Street. While created to
foster a deeper understanding and appreciation for the contributions and
cultural legacy of Chinese Americans, it has also become a gathering place for
the study of Asian American culture and its impact on American society. While
the museum itself is closed at the moment due to the pandemic, it is still
critically important to recognize the impact that this location has for so many
cultures that are instrumental to what we recognize as the current day LA.

Chinatown Gateway Monument
"Los Angeles' historic Chinatown has long served as a gateway for countless
Chinese and Asian immigrants coming to the United States. To commemorate
this historic fact, the Los Angeles Chinatown Community, Cith of Los Angeles
Community Redevelopment Agency Chinatown Redevelopment Project,

Cultural Affairs Department General Services, and Department of Water and Power entered into a unique public and
community partnership to construct the Chinatown Gateway Monument at North Broadway and Cesar E. Chavez
Avenue. The Chinatown Gateway Monument is a strong visual symbol of mutual cooperation, harmony and
prosperity for the Community and the City. The Gateway honors the rich ancestry, culture and history of the
Chinatown Community. The Chinatown Gateway also signifies a warm welcome to all visitors to Chinatown and the
City of Los Angeles. The Chinatown Gateway Monument
was dedicated in June 2001. In 2004 an official lighting
ceremony celebrated the illumination of the two golden
dragons."

"The majestic dragons above the clouds usher in good luck
and harmony. This Gateway and the Chinatown skyline
reflect the community' prosperity. We came from far
away--crossing the ocean to seek our dreams; Together we
have worked to create our new homeland. Hundred years
of success were brought about by our forefathers;
Continual prosperity relies on our children from generation
to generation. Blue skies and blooming flowers can be seen
everywhere; But these roots in Chinatown are forever the
heart of our family."



Thien Hau Temple
Thien Hau Temple was built by the Camau Association of America, a benevolent association that serves immigrants
from Vietnam along with other East Asian populations. A Taoist temple, Thien Hau Temple is dedicated to Mazu, the
goddess of the sea and patron saint to sailors and fishermen. Many residents of Chinatown came from communities
in southeastern coastal areas of China, which, along with Vietnam, have strong ties to the ocean. Other shrines in

the Thien Hau Temple are dedicated to the warrior Guan Yu
and earth god Fu De. Chinatown saw waves of immigrants
from Taiwan and Hong Kong after the repeal of the Alien
Quota Act in 1965. After the Vietnam War, a flood of
Indochinese refugees including Vietnamese of Chinese origin
as well as ethnic Vietnamese, Cambodian, Laotian, and Thai
immigrants arrived, growing Chinatown’s population and
diversity. Today, the culture of Chinatown is a more
inclusively Asian one, as seen in institutions such as Thien
Hau Temple, where people from multiple
backgrounds come to pray.

Chinatown Wishing Well/Central Plaza
Also known as the Seven Star Cavern, this fanciful “wishing well” has been a fixture of the Central Plaza since its
beginning. The well was created by Liu Hong Kay, who worked with Chinese artisans. The concrete structure is a
miniature representation of the Seven Star Cave in China. Buddha and other goodluck figurines mark spots where
coins tossed into tin cups will earn the wisher such benefits as “Good Luck,” “Vacation,” and “Lotto Win.” The
structure was once brightly painted, though the colors no longer remain on the faux rocks.

The heart of the neighborhood, Central Plaza was the site of New Chinatown’s official opening on June 25, 1938.
There was certainly cause to celebrate that day: New Chinatown represented the Herculean efforts of civic leaders to
create a commercial center that was planned, owned, and operated by Chinese Americans.

After Historic Chinatown was declared condemned in 1931, what
was then the fourth-largest Chinese community in the U.S. found
itself without a home. The New Chinatown development was
galvanized in large part by businessman Peter SooHoo, who
founded the Los Angeles Chinatown Project Association in 1937.
Using funds from twenty-five Chinese American investors, the
Association formed a corporation to buy land and develop New
Chinatown. The concept of New Chinatown as an idyllic destination
complete with gateways and wishing wells was intentional.
These features, along with the East Asian Eclectic architecture  of
many buildings, played heavily into a romanticized stereotype of
Asian people and Asian culture. This romanticism was done so
deliberately, in order to encourage tourism and strengthen
Chinatown’s businesses and economy. SooHoo and the Association
hired architects Erle Webster and Adrian Wilson to create a plan for a pedestrian village that would serve as a central
hub for commerce and sightseeing. The clients sought to dispel notions of Chinatown as a dark, dingy underworld



and instead celebrate its culture and progress. The buildings around the Central Plaza were designed with shops on
the first level and living space above. Brightly painted facades and clay-tiled roofs gave a welcoming charm to the
neighborhood.

Today, Central Plaza serves much the same purpose as it did then: shops and businesses are still owned by many
of the original founding families, and the neon lights added shortly after the buildings’ completion create a festival
feeling at night. Among statues of historic heroes, such as the first president of the Republic of China, Dr. Sun
Yat-sen, and action star Bruce Lee, the Plaza serves as a monument to the collective achievements of Los Angeles’
Chinese American community

Chinatown Heritage and
Visitors Center
These two working-class homes harken back to Los
Angeles’ early development. The one-story frame
cottages are rare surviving examples of the type of
residences that once made up the neighborhood.
Distinctive features such as roofs with shallow eaves,
decorated gables, simple porches, and wood
clapboard siding exemplify the Queen Anne Style of
the late nineteenth century. The homes were built by
Alsatian immigrant Philip Fritz, a carpenter for the
Bridges and Buildings Department of the Southern

Pacific Railroad. Fritz family members lived in the homes as recently as 1992. Currently owned by the Chinese
Historical Society of Southern California, the buildings house a research collection, bookstore, artifacts, and displays
related to local and national Chinese and Asian American history.

Chinatown Metro Gold Line Station
The Metro Gold Line Chinatown stop is one of three stations designated
as “landmark” stops by Metro (in addition to
Southwest Museum and Memorial Park). Similar to many buildings in
Chinatown, the stop embraces familiar Asian architectural elements and
colors. Artist Chusien Chang integrated ancient Chinese tenets into the
design of the station, such as the yin and yang, the Ba Gua, and feng
shui. Below the elevated platform on the north side of the station are
benches adorned with symbols. Together with those on two other
benches on the platform, these symbols represent the four major groups
of immigrants who settled Chinatown. Meso-Americans are represented
by a Mayan figure; Italians, by a ring of grapes circling a picture of Casa
Italiana. The seal of St. Anthony’s Croatian Catholic Church and the
Croatian flag symbolize the Croatian community, and the Chinese symbol
of longevity commemorates the Chinese. The Metro stop’s South Plaza is dominated by a replica of a Yong Bell,
given to Los Angeles by its Sister City, Guangzhou.



A special thanks to the LA Conservancy for many of the images and descriptions for this ride. You can
learn more about Chinatown from their brochure here:
https://www.laconservancy.org/sites/default/files/files/documents/LAC_Chinatown_Final_0.pdf


